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10th Annual Public Policy Forum

Centre for Public Policy PROVIDUS

in cooperation with the US Baltic Foundation and the Stockholm School of Economics in Riga Center for Media Studies

October 21, 2009
Stockholm School of Economics in Riga, Soros auditorium, Strelnieku 4a, Riga, 

A Transformed Media in Tomorrow’s Democracy

New media models, media ownership and editorial independence

The future of investigative journalism as an element of an accountable democracy

Public broadcasting – a mandate for transformation?

The Forum will gather approximately 150 people from the media, the academic community, the ngo community, policy makers and legislators for a forward-looking discussion on the future of the media and its role in a democracy.

Agenda

11:00
Opening:  

Anders Paalzow, Rector, Stockholm School of Economics in Riga 

Vita Tērauda, Director, Centre for Public Policy PROVIDUS 

11:10
Keynote speech 

„The Shifting Landscape of Media” 

Gary Kebbel,

John S. And James L. Knight Foundation

11:50 – 12:00 Questions and answers

12:00  Panel Discussion: New Media Models
· How has internet and economic crisis transformed the media business model? 

· In tomorrow’s business models – are the principles of  transparency of media ownership and a strict editorial independence policy still a public good?

· Citizen journalism vs. professional journalism – is there a future balance, or fusion?

Panel chaired by:
Robert Cottrell, Editor, www.thebrowser.com

Panelists:

Gary Kebbel, Knight Foundation

Ivars Zariņš, President, Publishers’ Association




Olga Proskurova, Editor, Telegraf

Pauls Raudseps, Former Editor, opinion page, DIENA




Ingus Bērziņš, Editor, delfi.lv




Nathan Greenhalgh, Editor, balticreports.com

13:00 Questions/comments from the audience

13:30 Coffee break w/ light lunch

14:30
Panel Discussion: Future of investigative journalism as an element of an accountable democracy
· who funds investigative journalism, if today's major media outlets don't/can't (funding via the ngo sector? government support? domestic vs. international sources? other ideas) 

· What role do social media play?( twitter, blogs, eyewitness accounts; opinions, but no common standards of objectivity; opportunity to ''bear witness'' and ''be in the moment" but not to focus public attention over time, etc.) 

·  what happens to accountability? How does the citizen engage with his/her government? Where does the national conversation reside?

· Can old or new media play a watchdog role, if there is no disclosure of ownership and/or no trust in editorial independence or quality of information?

Panel chaired by: 
Dita Arāja, Deputy Editor of politika.lv

Panelists:

Gary Kebbel, Knight Foundation




Sanita Jemberga, journalist 

Hans Monsson, Program Director SSE Riga Center for Media Studies




Jānis Juzefovičs,Vidzeme University of Applied Sciences



Māris Zanders, journalist

15:30 – 16:00 Questions/comments from the audience

16:00 Coffee break

16:30 Panel Discussion: Public Broadcasting – A Mandate for Transformation?
· in a changing media world – what should be the mandate for public broadcasting:  what is the best use of taxpayers money?

· Ensuring democratic gaps? (accountability, a common national conversation, identity, etc.)

· Entertainment in pursuit of audience numbers? (public tv sponsored contests, game shows, dramas/sitcoms)

· Programming to support national identity (coverage of live events- song festivals or hockey championships, commissioning of Latvian – language programming (dramas, sitcoms, children’s entertainment or edutainment), cultural programming)

· Programming to support social and ethnic integration (russian-language public affairs programming, minority-oriented cultural programming)

Panel chaired by: 
Sarmīte Ēlerte, Chairperson, National Cultural Council 

Panelists:
Arvils Ašeradens, media expert




Dmitrijs Petrenko, Editor, www.politika.lv

Andris Mellakauls, former member of National TV and Radio Council




Edgars Kots, Director, Latvian Television



Dzintris Kolāts, Director, Latvian Radio



Kristaps Pētersons, journalist 

17:30
Questions and Answers

18:00  
Closing of conference

Informal wine and cheese reception

If you’re interested in attending the Forum, please send request to Ilze Ārnesta, ilze@providus.lv by 19th October. We will do our best to accommodate all requests within the seating capacity of the venue. 
PROVIDUS is grateful for financial and other support for this event to the US Baltic Foundation, the US Embassy in Riga, Stockholm School of Economics in Riga and Soros Foundation-Latvia
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